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Experience the Authenticity of Koh Phdao Village Tour 

3Nights & 4Days 
 

- DESTINATION: Koh Phdao Community, Sambou district, Kratie Province. 

- TOUR LENGTH: 3 nights + 4 days 

- TRANSPORTATION: Khmer Remorque from Kratie (Khmer Tuk Tuk) 

- START TIME: 8:00am from Kratie Town 

- END TIME: Estimate 10:30am at Kratie Town on day 4 
 

TOUR OVERVIEW: 
 

Koh Phdao is a hidden gem on the largest island along the Mekong River, located 45 km from Kratie 

Town. This tranquil village offers a unique blend of natural beauty, rare wildlife, and local culture, providing 

visitors with a genuine taste of rural Cambodian life. On this tour, you’ll have the chance to immerse yourself in 

the village’s daily rhythms and explore its neighboring villages by bicycle, experiencing the essence of Koh Phdao 

up close. Along the way to Koh Phdao, you’ll visit fascinating stops like Thma Krae village, where you can sample 

traditional local snacks. At Kampi Dolphin Pool, you can watch the graceful Mekong River dolphins, an 

endangered species, in their natural habitat. You’ll also explore the historic 100 Pillars Pagoda, a significant 

cultural site with an intriguing history dating back centuries. 

 

For longer stays, guests are welcome to join ongoing community development projects, helping 

locals with home gardening, building village amenities, or supporting other eco-friendly initiatives. This 

is a unique opportunity to contribute to the community’s well-being and sustainable growth. 

 

TOUR ITINERARY: 
 

Day 1 Activities: 

8:30 AM – Meet your English-speaking guide who will introduce themselves and walk you through the day’s 

schedule. Enjoy a brief introduction to Kratie Town followed by a visit to the local market where you can 

experience the bustle of daily life. 

Next, you’ll travel to Thma Krae village in a Khmer Remorque (Tuk Tuk). This village is known for its traditional 

sticky rice, kralan, roasted in bamboo and nhem, a local fish pâté. Your guide will explain the preparation process 

and how this small business supports the local community. 

From there, you’ll visit Irrawaddy Dolphin at its natural habitat at Kampi Rapid, the largest dolphin pool along the 

Mekong River. Here, you’ll learn about the endangered Irrawaddy dolphins before boarding a traditional wooden 

boat to get an up-close view of these beautiful creatures. Afterward, you’ll head to Sambou District to visit the 

remarkable 100 Pillars Pagoda with a rich history dating back to the 13th century. Enjoy a short break and drink 

before continuing. 

Instead of returning to town, you’ll board a community boat that will take you to Koh Phdao Village. This one-
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hour boat ride provides a scenic view of riverside life. Upon arrival, local community representatives will give you 

a warm welcome and tour of the village. Enjoy a delicious local dinner and an authentic homestay experience. 

Day 2 Activities: 

Wake up early to the sound of roosters crowing, a natural alarm clock that marks the beginning of village life. 

Witness the authentic daily routine of local residents as they start their day before sunrise, heading to the rice 

fields and farms to avoid the heat of the midday sun. Begin your morning with a traditional local breakfast. 

Today, you will immerse yourself in village life by joining a local family or community members in their daily 

activities. Depending on the season, you may take part in tasks such as rice planting or harvesting, building 

community structures, repairing roads, or other community development activities. This hands-on experience 

offers a meaningful opportunity to connect with local people and gain insight into rural life. 

In the afternoon, if conditions and the season allow, you may enjoy a refreshing swim in the Mekong River while 

taking in a breathtaking sunset over the water. Later in the evening, sit down with villagers and the community 

tourism chief for informal conversations about life on this peaceful island, learning about local traditions, 

livelihoods, and community development. 

Throughout your stay, your guide will accompany you to facilitate conversations and cultural exchange with your 

homestay family. This provides a valuable opportunity to learn about their daily lives, family traditions, and 

routines, while fostering genuine connections and mutual understanding between hosts and visitors. 

Day 3 Activities: 

Embark on a full-day bicycle adventure around Koh Phdao, cycling approximately 30km through stunning 

landscapes, picturesque villages, traditional farms, and the island’s peaceful natural environment. Along the way, 

you will make several stops to interact with local residents and gain insight into their daily lives and rural traditions. 

Beyond exploring Koh Phdao, you will also have the opportunity to visit a neighboring island, offering a unique 

chance to compare and better understand the lifestyles of different communities living on islands in the middle 

of the Mekong River. This immersive experience provides a deeper appreciation of the culture, livelihoods, and 

resilience of local people in rural Cambodia. 

In the afternoon, cross the Mekong River to a nearby island, where you will enjoy a local lunch and experience 

life in another rural community. The journey continues with visits to lush rice fields and other scenic spots, 

allowing you to fully appreciate the beauty and tranquility of the Mekong region. 

Day 4 Activities: 

On the following morning, after breakfast, the community boat will take you back to Sambor Town. Your Tuk Tuk 

driver will be waiting to bring you back to Kratie Town, arriving around 10:30 AM. Enjoy one last look at 

Cambodia’s beautiful countryside on the journey back. 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

o Local market exploration in Kratie Town 

o A private Tuk Tuk transfer to Sambor District and return last day 

o Visit to Thma Krae village with tasting of bamboo sticky rice  

o 1-hour dolphin-watching boat trip to observe Irrawaddy dolphins at the Kampi Dolphin habitat. 
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o Visit to 100 Pillars Pagoda 

o Three-nights homestay at Koh Phdao (shared room) 

o Three dinners (local food) at Koh Phdao 

o Three lunches (local food) at Koh Phdao 

o Three breakfasts (local food) at Koh Phdao 

o Opportunity to join in community work such as harvesting rice, building projects, or road 
construction (these activities are optional based on the season of the year and its possibility) 

o Visit to the local Shrine led by community elder 

o Tour to explore the village 

o Use of bicycles within the community 

o Ferry ticket on the third day while biking for 28Km 

o Learn to make local pastries led by community members 

o English-speaking guide throughout the tour (from Kratie Town to the end of the tour) 

o Community guide at Koh Phdao (non-English-speaking) 

o Private boat transfers from 100 Pillars Pagoda to Koh Phdao and return last day 

o Price includes all applicable taxes 
 

TOUR PRICE: 
 

# of tourist 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Price per pax  $385   $229   $177   $166   $148   $135   $133   $126   $120   $120  

WHAT SHOULD YOU BRING? 
 

1- Camera 

2- A hat 

3- Sunglasses 

4- Sun cream 

5- Toothpaste and brush 

6- Head torch 

7- Insect repellent 

8- Cycling shoes 
 

DO! 

1- Be friendly to villagers and fellow tourists 

2- Ask questions during the tour 

3- Respond to smiles with a smile 

4- Be respectful of local traditions 

5- Show sensitivity to local religious beliefs and culture 

6- Ask permission before taking photos of people or monks 

7- Remove shoes, hat, and sunglasses when entering homes or pagodas 
 

DON’T! 
 

1- Avoid wearing revealing clothing 

2- Do not give gifts to children informally, as we aim to discourage begging 

3- Try not to be overly critical; constructive feedback is always appreciated 


